
The Learning Corner for December 2021
News, events, resources, training and more for Australia’s education community

As classrooms across the country are emptied, walls and desks now bare, and students and staff head off for the 

summer holidays to take a well-earned break, there is time to reflect on 2021 - the challenges, the 

achievements, the lessons learned and how this will shape education in 2022 and beyond.  

On behalf of the Microsoft Education team, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a safe and relaxing holiday 

break. We look forward to working with you in 2022. 🧑🎄🎄

EduDay 2022 Back-to-School Virtual Event 

Educators, mark your calendar for January 17, 2022 and join the the Microsoft Education team at EduDay, 

Microsoft’s FREE Back-to-School virtual teacher training event. This is the event to attend so you’re 

equipped with all the tools you need to enable even more impactful teaching and lasting learning in 2022 and 

beyond! We have a tonne of FREE learning sessions to suit all levels, plus competitions and more! Our learning 

sessions will be available on-demand after the event, but only if you’ve registered. 

Register now for EduDay 2022 Back-to-School >

Introducing the NEW Microsoft Learn Educator Centre

The Microsoft Educator Centre has a new home – the Microsoft Learn Educator Centre. Microsoft Learn is 

Microsoft’s centralised training and skilling platform where you can explore and learn about education-focused 

programs, professional development offerings, and Microsoft technologies. Many of the courses from the 

Microsoft Educator Centre have been moved to this new home and it will continue to expand to provide you 

with content to meet your professional development and training needs, all for free. 

Learn more and experience the public preview of the Microsoft Learn Educator Centre >

Imagine Cup Junior by Microsoft 2022

Imagine Cup Junior by Microsoft is back in 2022 and the challenge is better than ever with new and improved 

lesson plans, new topics to explore, and new hands-on AI activities. Imagine Cup Junior provides students aged 

13 to 18 with the opportunity to learn about cutting-edge technology and how it can be used to positively 

change the world. With free teacher resources, future-focused learning, and great prizes to win, there are plenty 

of reasons to get involved in the world’s largest student AI challenge!

Learn more about Imagine Cup Junior by Microsoft >

Save a Copy of Your OneNote Class Notebook

Now that you’ve reached the end of the school year, you may want to save a copy of your 2021 OneNote Class 
Notebook. We have a step-by-step tutorial on how to do this. 
See how to save a Class Notebook >

https://mktoevents.com/Microsoft+Event/312080/157-GQE-382
https://educationblog.microsoft.com/en-us/2021/12/introducing-microsoft-learn-educator-center
https://www.microsoft.com/en-au/education/imagine-cup-junior-australia
https://youtu.be/8ASPcj7h-nk


What’s New in Microsoft Teams Assignments for Education

With the new updates made to Microsoft Teams this month comes 9 NEW features for 

Microsoft Teams Assignments – including Video Assignments, Whiteboard Assignments, 

new Education Apps integrated into Assignments, Reading Progress, plus loads more.

Watch the tutorial video to learn about the new features >

What’s New in Reading Progress in Microsoft Teams

Ever since launching Reading Progress in August, we’ve heard powerful stories from 

educators about how Reading Progress has been supporting educators in creating 

personalised reading experiences that improve students’ reading fluency. Updates to 

further improve Reading Progress for maximum impact include returning a marked passage 

to a student, setting a time limit, and picking a passage from OneDrive or Teams. 

Learn about the new Reading Progress updates >

Learn about the latest features, updates, tips, and cool things you can do with Microsoft Education tools.

For news that inspires, informs, and supports learning, read the latest stories on the Microsoft Education Blog. 

La Trobe University pioneers Masters of AI, focused on job-readiness and industry 

relevance

As one of the first Australian universities to offer a Master of Artificial Intelligence, learn 

how La Trobe University is taking critical steps to shore up Australia’s AI-enabled future 

with a key focus put on Microsoft AI skills for job-readiness.

Read story: La Trobe University closes the AI skills gap >

Brisbane South State Secondary College reinvents education for Generation Alpha

Discover how Brisbane South State Secondary College is reinventing education for 

Generation Alpha, delivering digitally infused learning using technologies with maximum 

pedagogical impact.

Ready story: Brisbane South State Secondary College reinvents education for Gen Alpha >

La Trobe University wrangles a billion data points with cloud and AI to achieve 

carbon neutral goal

Working with a billion data points, discover how the La Trobe Energy Analytics Platform 

(LEAP) is supporting the institution to achieve its carbon neutral goal using cloud and AI 

technology. 

Read story: La Trobe Uni uses AI to reach carbon neutral goal >

https://youtu.be/tDG0BlVJu3Q
https://aka.ms/ReadingProgress
https://techcommunity.microsoft.com/t5/education-blog/top-requested-updates-for-reading-progress-in-microsoft-teams/ba-p/2963615
https://edublog.microsoft.com/en-au/2021/11/la-trobe-university-pioneers-masters-of-ai-focused-on-job-readiness-and-industry-relevance/
https://edublog.microsoft.com/en-au/2021/11/brisbane-south-state-secondary-college-reinvents-education-for-generation-alpha/
https://edublog.microsoft.com/en-au/2021/11/la-trobe-university-wrangles-a-billion-data-points-with-cloud-and-ai-to-achieve-carbon-neutral-goal/


Webinar: Azure in Action – drive better education outcomes with AI

When: On-Demand

Learn how AI and Responsible Machine Learning tools are driving real-time student 

insights, enabling earlier intervention and support for vulnerable students. 

Register to watch on-demand: Azure in Action >

Webinar: IT IQ – Innovate with AI, leverage smart technologies

When: On-Demand

Learn about how you can utilise Azure’s AI & Cognitive Services at your school to build 

intelligence into your applications and quickly modernise and streamline processes, 

without the need for AI or data science skills.

Watch on-demand now: IT IQ >

Webinar: Deep Dive into Reading Progress in Microsoft Teams

When: On-Demand

Learn how to use Reading Progress in Microsoft Teams, including assigning reading 

passages to track student’s reading fluency and reviewing the audio and video 

recordings with AI assisted technology to gather insights automatically on student 

progress.

Watch now: Reading Progress in Microsoft Teams >

Podcast: AI in Education – Programming: A Potted History

When: On-Demand

In this podcast Dan Bowen (Education Technology Strategist) and Lee Hickin (Chief 

Technology Officer, Microsoft ANZ) navigate the world of programming languages 

from their beginnings to the future.

Listen now: AI for Education podcast with Dan and Lee >

Minecraft Hour of Code 2021: TimeCraft

Learn basic coding concepts to correct mysterious mishaps throughout history! Travel back in time to save the 

future in this free Hour of Code: TimeCraft lesson in Minecraft: Education Edition. Players will choose their own 

adventure and connect with great innovators and inventions in science, architecture, music, and engineering.

Learn more: Minecraft Hour of Code: TimeCraft >

MakeCode Hour of Code 2021

How can technology help combat forest fires? Code a game with Microsoft MakeCode Arcade that recreates the 

conditions for a forest fire, and then code your fire-fighting airtanker plane to put out the flames! 

Learn more: MakeCode Hour of Code >

https://info.microsoft.com/AU-AzureAI-VDEO-FY22-12Dec-06-Azure-in-Action-Ep-4-Empowering-educators-to-drive-better-education-outcomes-with-AI-and-open-data-analytics-SRGCM5449_LP01-Registration---Form-in-Body.html
https://info.microsoft.com/AU-EDU-CATALOG-FY22-08Aug-04-IT-IQ-Managing-and-Securing-your-Hybrid-Learning-Environment-Powered-by-Microsoft-Education-SRDEM80741_Catalog-Display-Page.html
https://youtu.be/tiPRRjgfuOg
https://aipodcast.education/programming-a-potted-history-0
https://education.minecraft.net/en-us/resources/hour-code-2021
https://arcade.makecode.com/hour-of-code-2021


Connect with Microsoft Australia

Learn more about how Microsoft technology can empower Australian students, educators and educational 

institutions to do more, by connecting with us on any or all of these channels:

Microsoft Education Blog Twitter Facebook YouTube AI in Education

Need support or extra resources?

Visit the Microsoft support website

Access technical documentation

Contact us online

Phone support

13 20 58

If you prefer I not forward you these types of communications, just let me know. To learn how to manage your contact preferences for other 

parts of Microsoft, please read our Privacy Policy.

Copyright © 2020 Microsoft Corporation.

Microsoft Australia Pty Limited
1 Denison Street
North Sydney, NSW 2060
Australia

Sign Up

Stay informed about the latest from Microsoft Education and the Microsoft Education Community. 
Sign-up for the latest news, tips, and offers. 

Each month we take a look at what our Microsoft Innovative Educator Experts (MIE Experts) are up to, sharing 

ideas and tips on how they use Microsoft tools to enhance teaching and learning.   

Find out more about our Microsoft Innovative Educator programs and how you can become a MIE Expert.

Learn more about the MIE Program > 

Welcome Australian Microsoft Innovative Educator Fellows

We are excited to announce and welcome our new cohort of Australian Microsoft Fellows. 

Our MIE Fellows are experts in showcasing how Microsoft Education tools can empower student 

learning, along with sharing their knowledge to provide rich PD opportunities for other 

educators. 

Connect with our Australian MIE Fellows: 

Dean Pearman Gregory Wilkinson

Kylie Kingdon James Jenkins

Nathan Richards Simon Harper

Lynette Barker Tamara Sullivan

Margaret Simkin Andrew Battese

https://educationblog.microsoft.com/en-au/
https://twitter.com/MSAUedu
https://www.facebook.com/MSAUedu/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLz6RgUKX11CXPRdlSZNt0haegY0b-00mY
https://aipodcast.education/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-au
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-au/education/
https://info.microsoft.com/ww-landing-Contact-Microsoft-Education-website.html?lcid=en-au
https://privacy.microsoft.com/en-us/privacystatement
https://customervoice.microsoft.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=v4j5cvGGr0GRqy180BHbR4qSr9hZCsVOsBWtIcXoyx1UOUtNNVdFNk9PQVRNWkdSUTFCMUdRWEFZWi4u&vt=72f988bf-86f1-41af-91ab-2d7cd011db47_d73d0647-67b2-449b-950c-907c5f70512d_Hash7_6cHzLI4uK9eBrcO98%2b%2bXq3k43jhlffqGJs3nkrqlfhI%3d&lang=en-US
https://education.microsoft.com/en-us/resource/18485a7b
https://twitter.com/deanpearman
https://twitter.com/wilkogr
https://twitter.com/MrsKK8
https://twitter.com/jenkins_75
https://twitter.com/digitalrichards
https://twitter.com/s_harper3
https://twitter.com/lynettebar
t_amarasullivan
https://twitter.com/margaretsimkin
https://twitter.com/andybattese

