
The Learning Corner for November 2021
News, events, resources, training and more for Australia’s education community

With the end of the school year in sight, things are getting busy! The November edition of The Learning Corner 

is packed full of the latest Microsoft Education updates, upcoming online events (and those you may want to 

watch on-demand), plus there are loads of fun learning opportunities for your students – check out what’s 

planned for Computer Science Education Week and the new additions to Minecraft: Education Edition.

By the way, did you know students and teachers may be able to get Office 365 Education for FREE*? 
*Education institution email address and internet connection required. See website for further terms & conditions.

Get started with Office 365 Education for free*

Microsoft Reimagine – On-Demand

If you missed Microsoft Reimagine earlier this month, the virtual event is now available on-demand. Learn what’s 

next in education with changemakers and industry leaders coming together to address gaps widened by the 

pandemic, tackle challenges with innovative technology, and share best practices to support inclusive learning. 

Learn about new and existing Microsoft education solutions, many of which you may already have access to. 

Catch-up on Microsoft Reimagine >

Computer Science Education Week & Hour of Code – 6th-12th December

On December 6-12, classrooms around the world will celebrate Computer Science Education Week and 

millions of students and educators will participate in Hour of Code as part of a global movement to demystify 

and spark interest in coding and computer science. At Microsoft, we’re committed to continuing to provide 

accessible, engaging, and equitable computer science education experiences and this year we’re excited to 

announce a new Minecraft: Education Edition Hour of Code and a MakeCode Arcade Hour of Code. 

Learn about Computer Science Education Week >

Microsoft Geek Girl Workshop Series

We've teamed up with Girl Geek Academy on a free virtual workshop program to help girls in year 7-10 learn all 

about STEM, Coding, and AI. Classes are beginner friendly and are set up so participants can go at their own 
pace. Microsoft Monday workshops are totally free and run every Monday from 5:00-6:30PM AEDT.

Learn about the Microsoft Geek Girl Workshops >

Meet the Surface Family

Optimise learning with Microsoft Surface. Learn how the Surface portfolio offers a secure, modern solution that 

enables teachers and students to connect, and collaborate, without compromise, in today's hybrid classroom. 

Contact your Microsoft Account Manager or Surface Reseller to find out about our special offers on Surface Go2 

and Surface Laptop Go - available until 13th December 2021 or while stocks last*.

Explore the latest Surface devices >

https://www.microsoft.com/en-AU/education/products/office
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/reimagine
https://educationblog.microsoft.com/en-us/2021/11/new-hour-of-code-lessons-from-microsoft-education
https://girlgeekacademy.com/microsoft/
https://www.microsoft.com/cms/api/am/binary/RWOr17


Facilitate the Minecraft Hour of Code 2021: TimeCraft

Join in the global movement known as Hour of Code with Minecraft: Education Edition! Minecraft's Hour of 

Code 2021: TimeCraft is a one-hour introduction to computer science, and it fully embraces the 2021 theme of 

CS Everywhere. This course provides all the resources and information to successfully run an Hour of Code with 

students.

Get started: Facilitate the Minecraft Hour of Code 2021 >

Minecraft: Education Edition Coding Academy

In this collection of courses you will be guided through the available coding opportunities in Minecraft: 

Education Edition. Learn about the elements of coding and easy applications of coding through the Hour of 

Code. 

Get started: Minecraft: Education Edition Coding Academy >

STEM Level III

The STEM level III learning path is designed to provide you with an advanced set of skills and knowledge for 

how to use technology in the classroom to support STEM learning objectives.

Get started: STEM Level III Specialisation >

Bring new skills to your classroom with access to free educator PD, resources and lesson plans 

through the Microsoft Educator Centre. Sign up to keep track of your professional 

development hours, earn badges, and start your journey to becoming a Microsoft Innovative 

Educator. 

What’s New in Microsoft Teams for Education

Enrich your blended learning environment with the newest updates to Microsoft Teams. Check 

out the new SEL tools in Reflect, live transcripts in unscheduled meetings, and Presenter mode 

“Standout” which allows you to overlay your video feed on the PowerPoint presentation slide 

during a Microsoft Teams class meeting.

Learn about the updates >

Develop SEL Skills with the Feelings Monster in Reflect

Education research consistently indicates that SEL improves academic outcomes and lifelong 

wellbeing measures. We built Reflect in Microsoft Teams to support educators in checking in 

with their students and easily interpreting the class’s emotions through data dashboards.

Learn about Reflect in Microsoft Teams >

Speaker Coach coming to Microsoft Teams

Bring your best self into every meeting with speaker coach, your own private, personalised

meeting coach. Already available in PowerPoint, presenter coach will be renamed speaker 

coach across both apps and will be available in Microsoft Teams in early 2022

Learn about the updates >

Learn about the latest features, updates, tips, and cool things you can do with Microsoft tools.

https://education.microsoft.com/en-us/course/abb0ebf3/overview
https://education.microsoft.com/en-us/learningPath/d1f49722
https://education.microsoft.com/en-us/learningPath/b7f09ede
https://education.microsoft.com/en-us
https://education.microsoft.com/en-us/resource/18485a7b
https://techcommunity.microsoft.com/t5/education-blog/what-s-new-in-microsoft-teams-for-education-october-2021/ba-p/2867086
https://techcommunity.microsoft.com/t5/education-blog/develop-sel-skills-with-the-feelings-monster-in-reflect/ba-p/2917583
https://techcommunity.microsoft.com/t5/microsoft-365-blog/welcome-to-the-new-whiteboard/ba-p/2779824


For news that inspires, informs, and supports learning, read the latest stories on the Microsoft Education Blog. 

Toowoomba Grammar transforms teaching & learning, preparing students for the 

future

With learning equity a priority at the Toowoomba Grammar, a prime focus has been phasing 

out the BYOD laptop program and introducing school supplied Surface laptops. to put all 

students on an equal playing field.

Read story: Toowoomba Grammar transforms teaching and learning >

St Brendan’s College transforms learning landscape, boosts cyber security

St Brendan’s College had three targets in its sights when it embarked on its digital 

modernisation mission; it wanted to update the learning platform, boost security, and 

streamline its processes.

Ready story: St Brendan’s College transforms learning, boosts cyber security >

Minecraft: Education Edition Across the Australian Curriculum

Discover how Minecraft: Education Edition can be used across all learning areas in the 

Australian Curriculum. Our new video series, created by Steven Payne and Meg Pusey from 

Standout Education, provide you with ideas, lessons, and resources to use in your classroom.

Read story: Minecraft: Education Edition Across the Australian Curriculum >

Webinar: Azure in Action – drive better education outcomes with AI

When: 23 Nov, 2021 |  11:00am-12:00pm AEDT

Learn how AI and Responsible Machine Learning tools are driving real-time student 

insights, enabling earlier intervention and support for vulnerable students. 

Register now: Azure in Action >

Webinar: MakeCode Arcade | Hour of Code 2021

When: 7 Dec, 2021 |  1:45pm-2:45pm AEDT

Are you ready for #HourOfCode!? Join us for this online event where you and your 

students will explore the engaging and empowering world of Microsoft MakeCode

Arcade. Program retro video games and learn key concepts of computational thinking, 

programming and art and design.

Register now: MakeCode Arcade Hour of Code >

Webinar: Minecraft: TimeCraft | Hour of Code 2021

When: 9 Dec, 2021 |  1:45pm-2:45pm AEDT

Jump into #HourOfCode with Minecraft: Education Edition. Join us for this online event 

where you and your students will explore the engaging and empowering world of 

Minecraft Education Edition.

Register now: Minecraft TimeCraft Hour of Code >

https://edublog.microsoft.com/en-au/2021/11/toowoomba-grammar-transforms-teaching-and-learning-prepares-boys-for-life-after-school/
https://edublog.microsoft.com/en-au/2021/11/st-brendans-college-transforms-learning-landscape-boosts-cyber-security/
https://edublog.microsoft.com/en-au/2021/11/minecraft-education-edition-across-the-australian-curriculum/
https://info.microsoft.com/AU-AzureAI-WBNR-FY22-11Nov-23-Azure-in-Action-Ep4-How-to-predict-students-at-risk-with-machine-learning-SRDEM90857_LP01-Registration---Form-in-Body.html
https://microsoftedu.eventbuilder.com/event/53547?source=CSEW2021LiveEvents
https://microsoftedu.eventbuilder.com/event/53548?source=CSEW2021LiveEvents


The Goat Update Celebrates a Minecraft Milestone!

It’s been five whole years since we launched Minecraft: Education Edition! To celebrate, we’ve released the GOAT 

update which includes high-jumping goat mobs, new tools and structure block improvements, and increases to 

multi-player.

Learn more: Minecraft Education Goat Update >

Webinar: IT IQ – Innovate with AI, leverage smart technologies

When: 9 Dec, 2021 |  1:30pm-2:30pm AEDT

Learn about how you can utilise Azure’s AI & Cognitive Services at your school to build 

intelligence into your applications and quickly modernise and streamline processes, without 

the need for AI or data science skills

Register now: IT IQ >

Event: Dyslexia DecodEd

When: On-Demand

If you missed Dyslexia DecodEd 2021, you can now catch-up on-demand. We explore global 

perspectives, how to empower educational environments to serve students, foster their 

independence, and provide a successful transition into their future.

Access on-demand: Dyslexia DecodeEd >

Event: Microsoft S2 Student Summit

When: On-Demand

If you missed the Microsoft S2 Student Summit event, checkout the 2-hour on-demand 

Keynote Sessions that cover a variety of topics including career resources and coaching, 

learning about tech, and executive insights.

Access on-demand: Microsoft S2 Student Summit >

Workshops: Microsoft and Girl Geek Academy AI Series

When: Mondays |  5:00pm-6:30pm AEDT

We've teamed up with Girl Geek Academy on a free after school digital program to help 

girls learn all about STEM, Coding, and AI. Spread the word with your high school students. 

Sign-up: Microsoft and Girl Geek Workshops >

Podcast: AI in Education – Music, Creativity and Minecraft with Woodes

When: On-Demand

In this podcast Dan and Lee speak to an amazing Australian musician and creative artist Elle 

Graham aka Woodes, and explore music production, digital audio tools from Autotune to 

quantisation and to Minecraft and collaboration.

Listen now: AI for Education podcast with Dan and Lee >

https://education.minecraft.net/en-us/blog/new-update-and-anniversary-for-mee
https://mktoevents.com/Microsoft+Event/307545/157-GQE-382?ocid=lp_pg289895_gdc_edu_dt
https://mktoevents.com/Microsoft+Event/297050/157-GQE-382
https://microsoftedu.eventbuilder.com/S2
https://girlgeekacademy.com/microsoft/
https://aipodcast.education/music-creativity-and-minecraft-with-woodes


Connect with Microsoft Australia

Learn more about how Microsoft technology can empower Australian students, educators and educational 

institutions to do more, by connecting with us on any or all of these channels:

Microsoft Education Blog Twitter Facebook YouTube AI in Education

Need support or extra resources?

Visit the Microsoft support website

Access technical documentation

Contact us online

Phone support

13 20 58

If you prefer I not forward you these types of communications, just let me know. To learn how to manage your contact preferences for other 

parts of Microsoft, please read our Privacy Policy.

Copyright © 2020 Microsoft Corporation.

Microsoft Pty Limited
1 Epping Road
North Ryde, NSW 2113
Australia

Sign Up

Stay informed about the latest from Microsoft Education and the Microsoft Education Community. 
Sign-up for the latest news, tips, and offers. 

Each month we take a look at what our Microsoft Innovative Educator Experts (MIE Experts) are up to, sharing 

ideas and tips on how they use Microsoft tools to enhance teaching and learning.   

Find out more about our Microsoft Innovative Educator programs and how you can become a MIE Expert.

Learn more about the MIE Program > 

History Skills – resources for students & teachers

MIE Expert and History teacher, Michael Cocks, has created the ultimate website for History 

students and educators. Find practical and ready-to-use digital classroom resources, examples, 

and tips to help you succeed in History.

Visit History Skills >

Want to learn more about studying the past? Connect with History Skills. 

Click here to follow Michael from History Skills on Twitter >

https://educationblog.microsoft.com/en-au/
https://twitter.com/MSAUedu
https://www.facebook.com/MSAUedu/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLz6RgUKX11CXPRdlSZNt0haegY0b-00mY
https://aipodcast.education/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-au
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-au/education/
https://info.microsoft.com/ww-landing-Contact-Microsoft-Education-website.html?lcid=en-au
https://privacy.microsoft.com/en-us/privacystatement
https://customervoice.microsoft.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=v4j5cvGGr0GRqy180BHbR4qSr9hZCsVOsBWtIcXoyx1UOUtNNVdFNk9PQVRNWkdSUTFCMUdRWEFZWi4u&vt=72f988bf-86f1-41af-91ab-2d7cd011db47_d73d0647-67b2-449b-950c-907c5f70512d_Hash7_6cHzLI4uK9eBrcO98%2b%2bXq3k43jhlffqGJs3nkrqlfhI%3d&lang=en-US
https://education.microsoft.com/en-us/resource/18485a7b
https://www.historyskills.com/
https://twitter.com/HistorySkills

