
The Learning Corner for September 2021
News, events, resources, training and more for Australia’s education community

For educators and students in NSW and Victoria, Term 3 has been a long haul with many not returning to the 

classroom at all this term, whilst other states experienced short, sharp lockdowns and rapid shifts to online 

learning. To all educators, we say thank you for your continued dedication to not only helping students learn, 

but also for supporting their emotional wellbeing. 

This month we are very excited to announce the date for our virtual EduDay, which will take place on October 

1. Titled ‘Education lessons for today and learnings for tomorrow’, our speaker line up will discuss how we 

best prepare students for a changing future. Break-out learning sessions will also arm you with tangible skills to 

implement in your classroom.

In other exciting news, Reading Progress has arrived. Help your students improve fluency and build confidence 

with this built-in tool in Microsoft Teams. You can find out more below. 

Finally, we extend a very warm welcome to both our new and returning Microsoft Innovative Educator 

Experts (MIE Experts) and Showcase Schools for 2021-2022. 

EduDay 2021- Education lessons for today and learnings for tomorrow

Educators, we saved you a front row seat at EduDay on October 1. In our breakout PD sessions you will learn 

tangible skills from our team of Learning Delivery Specialists and Microsoft Innovative Educator Experts that are 

simple and sustainable to pick up and implement in your classroom. You will also hear from our line-up of 

speakers as we look at how the world of work has been shaped by the pandemic, and how educators and 

schools can prepare students with the skills they require for the future.

Register now >

The MIE Expert Class and Showcase Schools of 2021-2022

We are excited to welcome thousands of inspiring educators and schools across 100 countries, who are joining 

our communities for their commitment to supporting a culture of learning, innovation, and continuous 

improvement. These schools represent the new and returning cohort of Microsoft Showcase Schools and the 

educators represent those who are leading digital transformation in education through our MIE Expert 

program. Congratulations to the 236 passionate Australian educators who have worked to earn a place in the 

2021-2022 class. 

Learn more >

https://mktoevents.com/Microsoft+Event/295949/157-GQE-382
https://aka.ms/SCSP
https://aka.ms/MIEExpert
https://educationblog.microsoft.com/en-us/2021/09/meet-microsofts-2021-2022-showcase-schools-and-mie-experts


Introduction to Reading Progress in Teams

Reading Progress is a free tool designed to help students build confidence and reading fluency through 

personalised reading experiences built into Assignments in Microsoft Teams.  

Get started with new courses & resources >

Master Microsoft Teams for any learning environment

Microsoft Teams makes teaching and learning easier with all your content, apps, and tools always there, in one 

place, designed to help teachers and students get the most out each day. This training will help you master 

Teams and enable you to teach other educators.

Get started >

Connect faculty and learners with Canvas and Microsoft 365

The advantages of utilising the Canvas learning management system with Microsoft Office 365 apps are 

highlighted in this course. Together, Microsoft Teams' collaboration and communication tools used with 

Canvas's assignment and evaluation resources give teachers a powerful and comprehensive framework for 

supporting student learning in a digital context.

Get started >

Automate scheduling with Microsoft Bookings

Microsoft Bookings helps educators save time and increase automation in their day-to-day tasks.

Get started >

Bring new skills to your classroom with access to free educator PD, resources and lesson plans 

through the Microsoft Educator Centre. Sign up to keep track of your professional 

development hours, earn badges, and start your journey to becoming a Microsoft Innovative 

Educator. 

Reading Progress now available in Microsoft Teams

Reading Progress is free and built-in to Microsoft Teams Assignments and works on all 

platforms, including Desktop, Mac, web, iOS and Android.

Learn more >

What’s New in Microsoft Teams for Education

Whether you’re seeing students face-to-face, remotely, or a combination of both, we’re 

excited to share some great ways that your feedback has made Teams better for you, your 

students, and your school. 

Learn about the updates >

NEW Microsoft 365 and Teams Integrations with the Canvas LMS 

Microsoft 365 | Teams LTI integrations with Instructure’s Canvas and Blackboard’s 

Blackboard Learn Ultra Learning Management Systems (LMSs) are now Generally Available!

Learn more >

Learn about the latest features, updates, tips, and cool things you can do with Microsoft tools.

https://education.microsoft.com/en-us/resource/50b18238
https://education.microsoft.com/en-us/learningPath/7795c940
https://education.microsoft.com/en-us/course/797dd4bb/overview
https://education.microsoft.com/en-us/course/b35ab3aa/overview
https://education.microsoft.com/en-us
https://education.microsoft.com/en-us/resource/18485a7b
https://aka.ms/ReadingProgress
https://techcommunity.microsoft.com/t5/education-blog/reading-progress-in-microsoft-teams-to-improve-student-reading/ba-p/2675732
https://techcommunity.microsoft.com/t5/education-blog/what-s-new-in-microsoft-teams-for-education-august-2021/ba-p/2700634
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365/lti/?view=o365-worldwide


For news that inspires, informs, and supports learning, read the latest stories on the Microsoft Education 

Blog. 

To BYOD or not to BYOD, that is the question

BYOD is that phenomenon that emerged largely as a way to keep devices in the hands of 

students when funding ran out. It was the perfect solution to the problem – the school 

can’t pay, so let’s get the parents to pay. But does it deliver on the promise to improve 

learning?

Read the story >

Accelerating the success of entry-level IT hires through education

We need to ensure that students today who are studying IT sector disciplines have access 

to the right curriculum, hands-on experiences, and on-the-job training to best equip them 

to kick-start their careers after graduation. A new IDC white paper, sponsored by Microsoft, 

titled “Essential Learning: Skills for Early IT Career Success,” provides valuable insights.

Read the story >

Event: EduDay 2021- Education lessons for today and learnings for tomorrow

When: 1 Oct, 2021 |  10:00am-3:00pm AEST

Learn tangible skills from our team of Learning Delivery Specialists and Microsoft 

Innovative Educator Experts that are simple and sustainable to pick up and implement 

in your classroom.

Register now >

Event: Microsoft S2 Student Summit

When: 18-20 Oct, 2021

Microsoft Student Summit is a 3 day event designed to help higher education students 

LEARN from Microsoft executives, EXPLORE the latest on Microsoft technologies 
and ACCELERATE their path by skilling up and raising their profile.

Register now >

Webinars: IT IQ - A monthly webinar series for IT Professionals in Education

When: On-demand

If you missed our IT IQ Series sessions on Managing and Securing your Hybrid 

Learning Environment or Streamlining and Transforming Cybersecurity 

Operations, you can catch up on-demand now. 

Watch on-demand > 

Webinars: Power Platform Community Calls powered by Microsoft Education

When: On-demand

In this webinar, learn how schools are using Power Automate and Power Apps to drive 

efficiency and accuracy across assessment processes, staff onboarding and more.

Watch on-demand >

https://edublog.microsoft.com/en-au/2021/08/to-byod-or-not-to-byod-that-is-the-question/
https://educationblog.microsoft.com/en-us/2021/08/accelerating-the-success-of-entry-level-it-hires-through-education
https://mktoevents.com/Microsoft+Event/295949/157-GQE-382
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/s2-student-summit
https://info.microsoft.com/AU-EDU-CATALOG-FY22-08Aug-04-IT-IQ-Managing-and-Securing-your-Hybrid-Learning-Environment-Powered-by-Microsoft-Education-SRDEM80741_Catalog-Display-Page.html
https://mktoevents.com/Microsoft+Event/293304/157-GQE-382?ocid=lp_pg293825_gdc_edu_dt


Esports with Minecraft
Build pathways for future ready skills, inspire STEM learning, and support social-emotional 

development with esports in Minecraft: Education Edition. Discover immersive worlds, lesson 

plans and engaging challenges, and educator trainings to bring esports to your learners.

Explore resources and training >

Minecraft: Education Edition across the Australian Curriculum

Check out the new series of videos created by Australian educators to demonstrate how Minecraft: Education 

Edition can be used across all learning areas in the Australian Curriculum. Our aim is to inspire you to take and 

adapt these Minecraft: Education Edition ideas, lessons and resources, to use in your classroom.

Watch now >

Each month we take a look at what our Microsoft Innovative Educator Experts (MIE Experts) are up to, sharing 

ideas and tips on how they use Microsoft tools to enhance teaching and learning.   

Find out more about our Microsoft Innovative Educator programs and how you can become a MIE Expert.

Learn more > 

Podcast: Tackling ICT and its impact in your classroom Listen Now >

MIE Expert Selena Woodward welcomes researcher and fellow MIE Expert, Bron Stuckey, to 

her podcast ‘The Reflective Teacher’ where Bron shares her ‘Planning for Virtuality 

Framework’. Utilising tools like Minecraft: Education Edition, Bron shares how you can 

skillfully use technology to expand curriculum opportunities, and how to use effective teaching 

strategies to integrate ICT into learning and teaching programs to make selected content 

relevant and meaningful.

You can follow Selena and Bron on Twitter at:

https://twitter.com/TeacherTechnol

https://twitter.com/BronSt

Congratulations to MIE Expert, Steven Kolber, who has been selected as a Top 50 finalist in the Varkey

Foundation’s Global Teacher Prize 2021. The award is presented annually to an exceptional teacher who has 

made an outstanding contribution to their profession, with the US $1 million prize winner to be announced in 

November 2021. 

Podcast: AI in Education – GAN’s, Games and Goodies

When: On-Demand

Lee and Dan talk about GAN’s, Games and other goodies, from using AI to upscale 

games and 80s TV shows, to GitHub Autopilot.

Listen now >

https://education.minecraft.net/en-us/resources/stem-esports-challenges
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLg9lToc61fto8-YSLHKFwFGZwnuriS0ev
https://education.microsoft.com/en-us/resource/18485a7b
https://edufolios.org/blog/104-tackling-ict-and-its-impact-in-your-classroom-with-bron-stuckey/
https://twitter.com/TeacherTechnol
https://twitter.com/BronSt
https://twitter.com/steven_kolber
https://aipodcast.education/gans-games-and-goodies


Connect with Microsoft Australia

Learn more about how Microsoft technology can empower Australian students, educators and educational 

institutions to do more, by connecting with us on any or all of these channels:

Microsoft Education Blog Twitter Facebook YouTube AI in Education

Need support or extra resources?

Visit the Microsoft support website

Access technical documentation

Contact us online

Phone support

13 20 58

If you prefer I not forward you these types of communications, just let me know. To learn how to manage your contact preferences for other 

parts of Microsoft, please read our Privacy Policy.

Copyright © 2020 Microsoft Corporation.

Microsoft Pty Limited
1 Epping Road
North Ryde, NSW 2113
Australia

Sign Up

Stay informed about the latest from Microsoft Education and the Microsoft Education Community. 
Sign-up for the latest news, tips, and offers. 

https://educationblog.microsoft.com/en-au/
https://twitter.com/MSAUedu
https://www.facebook.com/MSAUedu/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLz6RgUKX11CXPRdlSZNt0haegY0b-00mY
https://aipodcast.education/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-au
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-au/education/
https://info.microsoft.com/ww-landing-Contact-Microsoft-Education-website.html?lcid=en-au
https://privacy.microsoft.com/en-us/privacystatement
https://customervoice.microsoft.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=v4j5cvGGr0GRqy180BHbR4qSr9hZCsVOsBWtIcXoyx1UOUtNNVdFNk9PQVRNWkdSUTFCMUdRWEFZWi4u&vt=72f988bf-86f1-41af-91ab-2d7cd011db47_d73d0647-67b2-449b-950c-907c5f70512d_Hash7_6cHzLI4uK9eBrcO98%2b%2bXq3k43jhlffqGJs3nkrqlfhI%3d&lang=en-US

